Calaveras County Office of Education

Student Acceptable Use Policy

For use of all Electronic Information Resources

Introduction:

The Calaveras County Office of Education (CCOE) is providing electronic resources to students including access to the school Local Area Network, CCOE Wide Area Network, and Internet services through the CCOE net. The goal of the Calaveras County Office of Education is to promote educational excellence by providing these electronic resources.  The intent of the CCOE is for students to use these connections for purposes consistent with the CCOE approved curriculum. 

Conditions of Acceptable Use Policies:
No students will be allowed to access electronic resources including the Internet unless the student and a responsible parent/guardian sign the Calaveras County Office of Education Acceptable Use Policy (AUP). The combined signatures at the end of this document indicate that student and parent/guardian have read and understand the terms and conditions of appropriate use and agree to abide.

Access and Security:

All uses of the CCOE electronic resources will require an individual account with username and password. Any student identified as a security risk will be denied access to these resources.  Sharing username and password information with others or accessing another user’s files without their knowledge or permission or under the direction of a teacher/supervisor will result in access being revoked or suspended.  In addition, inappropriate use of these electronic resources may result in disciplinary action (including the possibility of suspension or expulsion), and/or referral to legal authorities.

Internet Safety

In compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), CCOE will implement filtering and/or blocking software or hardware to restrict access to Internet Sites containing child pornography, obscene illustrations, or other materials harmful to minors less than 18 years of age.  However, no filtering is foolproof and there is still the risk a student may be exposed to unacceptable content.  If a student accidentally connects to such a site they should contact their teacher/ supervisor immediately.  If a student sees another user accessing inappropriate sites he or she should notify a teacher/supervisor immediately.  Student’s should not give out their personal information unless it is necessary to receive information for instructional purposes and only if the teacher/supervisor has given permission and monitors this process.

Acceptable Use:

Acceptable use means that a student uses these resources in an appropriate manner, abiding by the rules and regulations described in this agreement and avoiding all unacceptable uses of these electronic resources as described below.

Unacceptable Use:

CCOE declares unethical and unacceptable behavior just cause for taking disciplinary action. Inappropriate use of these electronic resources may result in disciplinary action (including the possibility of suspension or expulsion), and/or referral to legal authorities. The following are a list of unacceptable uses of the CCOE net.

1. Violation of any local, state or federal laws.
2. Using the CCOE net for any illegal activity, including copyright violation.
3. Using the CCOE net to send or request racist, bullying, inflammatory, or sexist messages including hate mail. 
4. Using the CCOE net to annoy, offend or harass people including sending chain letters.  
5. Downloading, creating, distributing, or purposely activating a computer virus of any kind.
6. Downloading software without prior permission from the CCOE net administrator.
7. Stealing data, equipment or intellectual property. 
8. Installation or distribution of any personal software or software unlicensed by the CCOE. 
9. Using the CCOE phones to make personal long distance phone calls without paying or reimbursing the CCOE.
10. Using any CCOE computer to pursue “hacking”, inside or outside the district to access information that is protected by privacy laws.

11. Using the CCOE network for commercial gain, lobbying or political activity.

12. Using the CCOE network to access pornographic or obscene material.

13. Disguising one’s identity, impersonating others or sending anonymous messages.

14. Using profane or obscene language.

Privacy and Monitoring Policy:

The students of the CCOE network must be aware that information accessed, created, sent, received or stored on the CCOE Network or our school sites are the property of the CCOE.  Account users do not have any right to or expectation of privacy regarding such materials.  CCOE reserves the right to monitor all traffic on the CCOE network.   

Storage Capacity:

Due to the growing number of users and limited space on the system, users are encouraged to routinely delete unwanted messages and other files or data that take up unnecessary storage space. If a student does not clean up their data files after being warned by a CCOE network administrator these files may be deleted. The CCOE network is not provided to be a storage space for your personal pictures, documents and files.  Any personal items that are being stored on any computer or network folder may be deleted at any time without notice to the employee. 

The CCOE network is designed to achieve and support educational goals and business. 

Disclaimer:

The Calaveras County Office of Education makes no guarantees or warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the service being provided hereunder. The CCOE will not be responsible for any damages you suffer while using the provided electronic resources.  These damages may include, but are not limited to: the loss of data, non-deliveries, or service interruptions caused by the CCOE net.  The CCOE also denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of any information obtained through the user’s account. All account users are responsible for any losses sustained by the CCOE or affiliates, resulting from the account user’s intentional misuse of these electronic resources.

Calaveras County Office of Education

Student Acceptable Use Policy Contract

For use of all Electronic Information Resources

STUDENT AGREEMENT:

The acceptable and unacceptable uses of the CCOE net and the Internet are described in this “Student Acceptable Use Agreement” for Calaveras County Office of Education. By signing this agreement, I acknowledge that I have read, understand and agree to abide by the provisions of the attached Acceptable Use Policy.  

I understand that any violations of the above could result in the immediate loss of my user account and may result in further disciplinary and/or legal action, including but not limited to suspension, expulsion, or referral to legal authorities.

I also agree to report any misuse of the CCOE net to school site teacher or administrator. Misuse can come in many forms but can be viewed as any messages sent or received that indicate or suggest pornography, unethical or illegal solicitation, bullying, racism, sexism, inappropriate language, and other issues described under the unacceptable uses in this Acceptable Use Policy.  I realize that all the rules of conduct described in this CCOE AUP, policies, procedures, and handbooks apply when I am using the CCOE net.

School District:____________________________________ School Site:__________________________

Student Name:______________________________

Student Signature:__________________________________           Date:__________________________

PARENT OR GUARDIAN AGREEMENT:

(Students under the age of 18 must have a parent or guardian who has read and signed this Acceptable Use Contract.)

As a parent or guardian of this student, I have read this Acceptable Use Policy Contract and understand that the use of the CCOE net is designated for educational purposes only.  I understand that it is impossible for the CCOE to restrict access to all controversial materials, and I will not hold the CCOE, district, or school responsible for materials acquired on the CCOE net or Internet.  I also agree to report any misuse of these electronic resources to the school administrator.  

I accept full responsibility for my child should they use remote connections when available to the CCOE net in a non-school setting.  I hereby give my permission to issue an account for my child to use the CCOE net and Internet. 

I release the CCOE, its affiliates and its employees from any claims or damages of any nature arising from my child or dependent’s access or use of the CCOE net or Internet.  I also agree not to hold the CCOE responsible for materials improperly acquired on the system, or for violations of copyright restrictions, user’s mistakes or negligence, or any costs incurred by users. 

This agreement shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the United States and the State of California.

School District:_______________________ School Site:__________________________

Student Name:______________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name:_______________________________   

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature:______________________________ Date:________________
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